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November 26, 2003

  
         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced         today that the U.S. Department of Homeland Security has awarded $270,000         to the Fitchburg Fire Department for the purchase of a Fire Rescue/Pumper         truck. The new truck will replace an outdated pumper truck that is used         as a primary response vehicle in the Cleghorn/West Fitchburg area. The         new vehicle will be equipped with longer ladders and have the capacity         to store more safety equipment. 

         The grant was awarded through the 2003 Assistance         to Firefighters Grant Program, a program of the Federal Emergency Management         Agency (FEMA). FEMA is an agency within the U.S. Department of Homeland         Security.

         “         A new vehicle will play a vital role in maintaining         the safety of both the firefighters and the residents of Fitchburg and         the region," Olver said. "These funds are a welcome contribution         to improving the welfare of everyone in the community."

         This grant will cover 90 percent of the cost         of replacing a pumper truck. The average age of the department’s         pumper trucks is 19 years old and one of the vehicles is over 30 years         old. In addition, the City has not purchased a fire truck in 23 years         as a result of fiscal restraints. This new truck will meet all safety         standards and provide the firefighters with the most current technology         and equipment. 

         "         Our first responders deserve the best equipment         in order to do their jobs safely and effectively," Olver said. “With         these federal funds, Fitchburg will finally be able to purchase a primary         response vehicle that will improve the level of service to its residents.”

         The Fitchburg Fire Department is one of 635 departments         across the country to receive funding under the latest disbursement of         the 2003 Assistance to Firefighters Grant program. The program awards         one-year grants directly to local fire departments, enhancing their abilities         to respond to fire and fire-related hazards in their communities. To         date, more than 6,400 fire departments have received more than $478 million         in direct assistance. Fire departments receiving the awards represent         a cross section of the nation’s fire service, including those from         urban, suburban and rural areas as well as those made up of paid and         volunteer firefighters and those that are a combination of both.

         ###

           For more information, contact Chief Kevin Roy at 978-345-9664. For more information on the Assistance to Firefighters Grant program, please visit www.usfa.fema.gov.
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